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"As mentioned, originality is not a stringent
standard; it does not require that facts be presented
in an innovative or surprising way. It is equally true,
however, that the selection and arrangement of facts
cannot be so mechanical or routine as to require no
creativity whatsoever. The standard of originality is
low, but it does exist” (,"?ID waIn 362 'Aya ,Qw
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"It publishes the most basic information -- name,
town, and telephone number -- about each person
who applies to it for telephone service. This is
“selection” of a sort, but it lacks the modicum of
creativity necessary to transform mere selection into
copyrightable expression. Rural expended sufficient
effort to make the white pages directory useful, but
insufficient creativity to make it original" ,0W)
363-362 'ny2).
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"Nor can Rural [7°37127 DX 71°O7W '{1950-‘! naan]
claim originality in its coordination and
arrangement of facts. The white pages do nothing
more than list Rural's subscribers in alphabetical
order. This arrangement may, technically speaking,
owe its origin to Rural; no one disputes that Rural
undertook the task of alphabetizing the names itself.
But there is nothing remotely creative about
arranging names alphabetically in a white pages
directory. It is an age-old practice, firmly rooted in
tradition and so commonplace that it has come to be
expected as a matter of course... It is not only
unoriginal, it is practically inevitable" '1n¥2 ,0W)
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